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To the Crty Council of the City of New Bedford: 





GENTLEMEN,—It is a pleasure to report to you the con- 
dition and improvements made in the Public Library during 
the past year. Although the management and methods 
have been the same as heretofore, yet the distribution of 
books has increased and there have been more patrons in 
the reading room. ‘This is made far more attractive by 
hanging on the walls portraits of former eminent citizens, 
who by their ability and liberality have made New Bedford 
well known in the history of the country; photographs of 
houses and places that a few years hence will hardly be 
recognizable on account of the growth and change in our 
city ; and maps and drawings showing these changes from 
1795 up to the present time. “The memorial tablet of the 
late Sylvia Ann Howland is now placed where it can be 
seen by all. Since the library is naturally a repository of 
books and learning, we would like to make it one of pic- 
tures, and of historical and classical interests as well; and 
we would be glad to adorn the walls with mementos of 
early New Bedford and its citizens. 

Early in the year special shelves were put up in the 
reading room for holding reference books, which readers 
might use without applying to the assistants at the desk ; 
and later the cabinet for holding the card catalogue was 
made and placed in the centre of the room. When the 
public have become accustomed to the simple method of 
using this catalogue, its convenience and superiority over the 
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former catalogue and its various supplements will be fully 
appreciated. At certain hours the reading chairs are well 
occupied, and the newspaper files are in good demand. 

In the number of volumes and pamphlets we have had an 
increase of three thousand one hundred thirty-seven during 
the year, making a total of over fifty-three thousand; of 
these, fiction and juveniles comprise about six per cent. of 
the whole. There have been taken from the library in the 
past twelve months sixty-eight thousand nine hundred 
thirty-nine books, or a daily average of two hundred 
twenty-five. About one hundred seventy-five periodicals 
are received, most of which are placed upon the reading 
room tables; the others, being of interest to specialists only, 
may be had on application at the desk. In addition to these 
there are fifteen newspapers on files. There have been 
during the year two hundred seventy-eight volumes bound, 
and two hundred seven rebound. The librarian has sent 
out seventy-six notices for books overdue. Four hundred 
twenty volumes have been worn out and rejected. ‘The 
volumes that were overcrowded and awaiting shelf-room 
have now been arranged on a movable system, which in 
connection with the card catalogue enables them to be 
located and changed without any inconvenience or delay, 
thus greatly facilitating their delivery; they will be num- 
bered as soon as possible. 

We may have a few books that are maliciously injured ; 
but, doubtless, a great many suffer from carelessness. 
Some people seem to think that when they take out a book 
and hold themselves responsible for its safety, they have a 
right to make marginal notes and to mark what perchance 
may be of future use to themselves or others; it is not their 
book for the time being, and they have no right whatever 
to deface it. 

Our principal gift of the past year was by the liberality of 
the late George O. Crocker, who bequeathed $10,000 to the 
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library, the income of which is in no way restricted, but is 
to be used as the Trustees deem most advantageous. We 
have received collections of volumes and pamphlets from 
Hon. George Howland, Jr., and Henry Willey, Esq. ; sev- 
eral MS. volumes of whaling records, kept by the late 
Dennis Wood, from Samuel H. Cook, Esq.; and also 
through Mr. J. A. P. Allen, as a bequest from Mrs. Wm. 
H. Allen, a wax medallion portrait of Hon. Caleb Strong, 
the well known Federalist governor of Massachusetts. 
From the Royal Society of Canada we have continued to 
receive their Proceedings and Transactions. In the ap- 
pendix will be found the names of others who have kindly 
increased our list of valuable books and pamphlets. 
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APE END Toe 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR 1888. 


STATEMENT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 


1888. 
Jan 1. Cash on hand, $76.31 
Paper stock, 4.35 
143 fiction catalogues, 35.75 
Fines, 218.53 
Books destroyed and paid for, 1.72 $336.66 
Paid for expressage, freight, and jobbing, $39.71 
P. O. box and postage, 28.99 
Books, 2.27 
Binding and paper cutting, 19.85 
Stationery, 43.92 
Incidentals, 132.14 
1889, Jan. 1. Balance in hands of librarian, 69.78 $336.66 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY ACCOUNT. 
1888, Jan. 1. Bills approved January, $434.58 
February, 417.34 
March, 766.70 
April, 516.80 
May, 431.78 
June, 471.32 
July, 455.74 
August, 457.09 
September, 480.22 
October, 464.59 
November, 429.50 
December, 526.22 $5851.88 
1888, Jan. 1. Annual appropriation, $5400.00 


Transfer, 451.88 $5851.88 
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TRUST FUND ACCOUNT. 


1888. 

Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, $9,649.45 
George Howland, Jr., fund, 406.53 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 481.17 
Oliver Crocker fund, 262.90 
James B. Congdon fund, 290.37 
Dog fund, 625.23 $11,715.65 
SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY FUND. 

1888. 

Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $9,649.45 

July 1. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 

Dec. 31. Six months’ interest, 1,500.00 $12,649.45 


Bills approved for books, periodicals, and binding, viz. : 


January audit, $422.83 
February, 275.07 
March, 235.12 
April, 495.67 
May, 440.13 
June, 512.63 
July, 307.22 
August, 175.24 
September, 234.70 
October, 338.15 
November, 311.63 
December, 706.61 $4455.00 


The detailed statement of the expenditures from the income of this 
fund is as follows: 


Academy of Natural Sciences, . $5.00 
Allyn & Bacon, 15.53 
Allyn, John, 1.85 
American Chemical Journal, 3.00 
American Journal of Mathematics, 5.00 
American Journal of Philology, 3.00 
Anthony, E. & Sons, 6.00 
Appleton, D. & Co., . 5.40 
Armstrong, A. C. & Son, 3.00 
Balch Bros. & Graham, 10.50 


Bancroft Whitney Co., 12.00 
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Bittinger, J. O., 

Boston Society of Natural History, 
Bowker, R. R., 

Cambridge Entomological Society, 
City Treasurer, 

Clark, A. S., 

Clarke, Robert & Co., 

Clark & Carruth, 

Conant, Fred. O., 

Coodperative Newspaper Society, 
Dante Society, 

Dawson, is Peli e 

Dews, Edwin, 

Electrical World, 

Ellis, George H.., 

Essex Institute, 

Francis, D. G., 

Garrison, Martin & Co., 

Gately & Co., 

Goss, F. B. & F. P., 

Harper, F. P., 

Harvard Monthly, 

Henry, J. B., 

Hickox, J. H., 

Historic Society of Penn., 
Houghton. Mifflin & Co., 
Hutchinson, H. 8. & Co., 
Inman, H.+8.; 

Jackson, Win., 

Kane, D. J. & Bro., 

Lamb, J. H., Agent, 
Lawrence, L. L., 

Lawton, J. M., Jr., 

‘Send a Hand” Pub. Co., 
Little, Brown & Co., 
Littlefield, George E., 

Mass. Historical Society, 
McDonough, J., 

Mercury Pub. Co., 

Middlesex Institute, 

Modern Language Notes, 
Munsell’s Sons, 

Narragansett Histor. Pub. Co., 
New Haven Colony Histor. Society, 
N. Y. Shakspeare Society, 
Nichols. C. A. & Co., 


$3.65 
7.00 
5.00 
5.00 
126.00 
8.72 
1.50 
4.36 
5.00 
2.25 
10.00 
3.00 
425.59 
3.00 
2.00 
7.50 
22.05 
5.00 
10.00 
2.00 
7.12 
2.00 
1.50 
5.00 
5.00 
3.50 
863.66 
11.00 
3.00 
45.10 
6.00 
1.00 
821.10 
2.00 
957.72 
245.82 
8.50 
10.35 
6.00 
1.00 
1.50 
6.05 
2.00 
5.00 
2.50 
5.00 


March, 
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Noyes, H. D. & Co., 
Parsons, J. D., Jr., 

Peet, S. D., 

Poor, H. V. & H. W., 
Publishers’ Weekly, 

(). P. Index, 

Randolph & English, 
Raymond, E. P., 

Roffe, A. H. & Co., 
Sampson, Murdock & Co., 
Schoenhof, Carl, 
Scranton, S. 8S. & Co., 
Scribner’s Sons, 

Scudder, 8. H., 
Shakspeare Society, 

Shea, J. G., 

Stechert, G. E., 

Studies in Histor. & Polit. Science, 
ae VIGT. © Liss el oy 
Thurston, B. & Co., 
Ticknor & Co., 

U.S. Patent Office, 
Waldron, C. D., 

Wilbor, G. H., 

Willey, H., 

Wilson, E. L., 

Winslow, W. C.,. 
Woodward, C. L., 
Wright, W. C., 


1888. 
Jan. 1. 


1888. 
gan: 1. 


Zahm, 8. H. & Co., 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR., FUND. 


Unexpended balance of income, 
One year’s interest, 


H. 5S. Inman, $210.00 
Chas. Taber & Co., 200.00 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 
Unexpended balance of income, 


One year’s interest, 


Little, Brown & Co., $195.03 
E. Muybridge, 100.00 


® $23.85 


4.50 
8.00 
8.00 
1.50 
3.50 
5.00 
3.00 
215.00 
5.00 
157.81 
1.50 
22.50 
15.00 
2.50 
5.00 
16.10 
4.00 
28.15 
15.00 
15.00 
62.40 
3.00 
3.75 
5.00 
3.46 
15.00 
2.00 
20.00 
23.16 


$406.53 
96.00 


$502.53 


410.00 


$481.17 
60.00 


$541.17 


295.03 


$4455.00 


$246.14 
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OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 
1888. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $262.90 
One year’s interest, 60.00 
$322.90 
Academy of Nat. Sciences, 30.00 
JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 
1888. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance of income, $290.37 
- One year’s interest, 30.00 
DOG FUND. 
1888. 
Jan. 1. Unexpended balance, $625.23 
Feb. Received from County Treasurer, 987.69 
| $1612.92 
Paid Y. W. Ames, janitor, $540.00 
Briggs & Lawrence, furniture, 49.00 
C. F. Borden, catalogue drawers, 78.85 
S. H. Cook, insurance, 187.50 
L. Grinnell, insurance, 187.50 1042.85 
GEORGE 0. CROCKER FUND. 
Interest, $271.11 
Paid C. F. Borden, 45.57 


March, 


$292.90 


$320.37 


$570.07 


$225.54 


Total unexpended balance in the control of the Board of ‘Trustees : 


1889, Jan. 1. Sylvia Ann Howland fund, 
George Howland, Jr., fund, 
Charles W. Morgan fund, 
Oliver Crocker fund, 

James B. Congdon fund, 
George O. Crocker fund, 


Dog fund, 


$8194.45 
92.53 
246.14 
292.90 
320.37 
225.54 


570.07 $9942.00 
GEORGE H. DUNBAR, Clerk. 
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CoO OG: 


Volumes. 


Allen, Mrs. William H., city, ...°*. ... Portrait. 
American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass., . 
American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Ames, John G., Washington, D. C., 

Ames Free Library, North Easton, Mass., 

Amherst College, Amherst, Mass., 


PAULO Voto Ga Sy GLUY te aoe er tice a te Yao 1 
Appleron, LD: & Co. New y ork, City,” oo. wf. 1 
Apprentices’ Tapa: New York... ] 


Apprentices’ Library Company, Philadelphia, Hee 
Arber, Prof. Edward, Birmingham, Eng., . 

Astor Library, New York, ‘ 

Ayer, J. C. & Co., Lowell, Mass., . 


Ps akin 1 
Bancroft Whites Co., San Francisco, Gal Ceireeeee 1 
Board of Trade, Gata Rapids, Mich., 1 
Boston Municipal Government; ."..-. S30. eS 2 
Boston Public peat : haa a i ih a 
Bradlee, Rey. Caleb D. ioerort Maaee Oe Se er get ts Pele 1 


Brayton, John $8., Esq., Fall River, : 

Bridgeport Public Library, Bridgeport, Gane: ra 

Brookline Publie Library, Brookline, Mass., 

TESOL UP Tar VecSPOUKEY CN «0 bey vt Maly scuet fa iieres \'e 
Brownell, Frank 'T., New York City, N. ¥.,..... 2 


Buckminsterclosepus Ciiyy i Seow. eos a re he he ow 6 
Buffalo Library, Buffalo, N. Y., 

Chase, Ariel, city, .. . : 2 
Christian Science Publishing Societe Boater: Meet Bi 1 
Cincinnati Public Library, Cincinnati, Ohio, 7 
ROG AU ee APIO STL. ee a eee tha ge ta to os 5 
Bog te MNT RD Cede hd mal i AE ee pain ay Og Soran a Re 3 
oles AVTANa LUNE WAI hs ihc ry ties tcc ON ays Ve) oe) cs ] 


Columbia C sliere! New York City, heey 

Commissioners of the State Poenrraitnn % Niveare 
Albany, N. Y., phigh 

Commonwealth of aaah chnNetee Roatan: iMnees Sey 1] 


1 


Pamphlets. 


3 


ao 


ee 
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Cook, SamuelsHs, Gthy yy. ooo ier cee Je te D MLSS: 

Coolidge, T’. Jefferson, Manchester, Rate PN sy ae 1 

Gooper Union, Newey or kyr i 4.9: feiopelt ne eee 1 

GOR COUN OILY sal. Leniewniae At go 3h Cais sk ei dey 6 

Crapos; William (Wo, GItys fgets tae: (gate te ks Uk mean 4 

Cutter, Abram E., haviestowal tes TED. I Cae eae 

Penne: Li, Washington DeG. cae als 

Detroit Public Library, Detroit, Mich., . 

Dexter, Franklin B., New Haven, Conn., 

Doran, Joseph I., Philadelphia, Penn., an ap Ratines 

Dunbar: eorge:H icity, cae kev ae" rae hee sa 2 

Durand, John, New York City, . ; Ae 

Kelectic Medical College, New York, N. Nee 

Emery, Edwin, city, See er 

Emery, William M., Hei peinie Mathie, un ade area 2 

Ernst, Carli Wemoaton, Mass., Oe paren e ea 

Pall River Public Gibraryy Fall Rivero) veers 

Farrington, William H., New York, a hee. 

Faxon, Hearse BOstona mae iets ae cnet i he 

Blatohier Free Library, Harnptan Vt., 

Fullerton, Alex., Wilkesbarre, Penn.,. . ot 

General Society of Mechanics and end paeiny iNew 

MOVER Hoa tan ta soccer ear eee ee Sad 6 4. t hs 1 

Georgia Historical Society, Reena tt Pei icin ieee > ] 

Germantown Friends’ Free Library,......... 1 
2 
1 


— a 
pe Nl 


Giftord Willis tne Is. Cle) ents 14 ase ie ine 5 
Goddard, W. N., Hopedale, Mass.. 

Goodell, Abner C., Jr., Boston, PR Ce en cee 2 
Greely, Ai W...- Washington. C.% 7 eee 1 
Green, Dr. Samuel A., Boston, Mass., . wae pan to alr 3 
Hackett, Frank W., Portsmouth Ne Hesse earners ] 
Hartford Library Association, Hartford, Conn., .. . 4 
Hathaway, j.rancis: Bey citys yee, atest eines eee 2 
Harvard College, Cambridge, Mass., ..... .. 3 
Haverhill Public Library, Haverhill, Mass.,..... 1 
Helleberg). CG. ChicarvowIl ina > a: Py 1 
Historical Society of Pennaviganca Philddblptie: ae 2 
Hoar, George F., Worcester, Mass.,. . Pn ee 

Howland, George, Jn city, ee On Mee eee int be 30 
Hubbard, Oliver P., 6 IG eR se gree wi) masta hg mr ta 

Huling, Ray Gains. anes eRe Pik Re nA Pe an ] 
Jackson. Henry Re ont toon sd aon tie, arte en een an 

Kino, Moses SBOstan px aha sigat ie edt Ale yc 

Koight, Charles Wi Cityau piseulageelees oostinee La Cn as 

Lancaster Library Committee, Lancaster, ...... 1 


~I 
—_ 
* 
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Lawrence Public Library, Lawrence, 


Leeson, J. R., Boston, Mass.,... . By bed toyt 1 


Lehigh Universiey , south Bethlehem, Penn: rs : 

meonara,) Blisha, City.) 66) «(i ek atin ef < ape MSS. 

Lynn Public Library, Lynn, Mass., . 

Maimonides Library, New York, : : 

McKee, Major James C., Watertown Arsenal, ete ives 

Marsh, Col. Lucius B., Boston, ...... ony &) 1 

Massachusetts Civil Sarcic ec Stnieitaeds ete Reston. : 

Massachusetts Tariff Reform League, Boston, Mass., . 

Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, Boston, 

Massachusetts Society for Pr Sintine Gond Gitieshehin! 
Boston, : 

Mercantile pinpary Compe any, } yew eon ‘ 

Meteorological Bureau, Columbus, Ohio, ...... 

Moseley, Edw. A., Secretary Interstate Commerce 
Sepa MV EEA TTUIT PRCT SP LD at Moateceaa ney ee gue ake ed ers 1 
Nash, ©. W., New York, N. Y.., 

Newark noe Association, News N. a 

Newberry Library, Chicago, Illinois, . 


New England Dental Society, Cambridge,. ..... 1 
New Haven Free Public Library, New Haven, Conn., 
New Jersey State Government, Newark, N.J., .. . 1 


Newton Free Library, : 

New York Free Circulating Libr ary, 

Nichols, Frederick, Boston, Mass., ater 
Northampton Lunatic Hospital, Northampton, aiaae. = 
Nye, Mrs. Obed C., city, dus 

Omaha Board of ‘Trade, Omaha, NEDH 

Omaha Public Library, Omaha, Neb., 

Peabody Institute, Peabody, Mass., 

Perkins Institution for the Blind, Boston, 

Pillsbury, Parker, Concord, N. H., es 
EOGer AMO Waring Ab cited > tek olde Mey el etre wh a 1 


Pouchet,.H. G. C. 1 Sed France, . thet nidite 
Preston, Sidney H.. Vestminster, Pondons biog, VV ce Pa 1 
Providence Public ee Providence, R. I., 

Publishers of the Folio, Boston, Mass.,....... 5 


Randolph, J. W., and English, Tea Ginl: vats 
Redwood Library, Newport, R. L., 

Rockwell & Churchill, Boston, 

Rodman, Edmund, city, 

Rosse, Irving C. Noreshington. D. C., 

Roswell, J. C., Sie anid: Cal., 


—S peo 
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Royal Society of Canada, Montreal, Canada, 
San Francisco Public Library, San Francisco, Cal., 


Smith, George W., Philadelphia,. .... . . Photo. 


Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C., 
Sprague, Homer B., Grand Forks, Dakota, 


Springfield City Library Association, ire oa, 


Massy, s"% hat 
St. Louis Public Liprane F. M. Cooaniiets Lita r. Mae 
Swift, George B., Chicago, IIL, UE, 
Taber; Wm. G2; on citys reeks 3 
Launton-Public Library, Tauntonyss5..% 2, «os 


Chompson, James DAciey, sacs ioms oe pee ue 


Thompson, Susan arabes! as 
Trenholm, W. L., Washington, D. @. 
Tyler, Charis E. , New Bedford, 5 
University of Califor nia, San Francisco, Cal., 
University of Penn., Philadelphia, Penn., 
United States: 
— Bureau of Education, 
— Coast Survey, eae 
—~ Interior: Department, 2- icant eee 42:4 
— Patent: Ofices Soars. ie aeke tee eee 


— State Department, ...... a isias deel Ones VLEET 


— Sees Department, 

— War Department, : 

Waltham Public Library, alr: Nona ' 
Watertown Free Public Library, Water town, nyisiaa: Por 
Wattley, Chas., city,.. . spine A EALiee yas 
Whitaker, Alfred E., San PAT MERC: (Gale 
White, Guilford, Reastont Mass., 1 Thee 
Willey, ‘Henry, citys i 02-7 pa. n tie tee ee 

Willis; *Rufusy He, elty. 7240 a ees 
Wilmington Institute, Wilmington, Tainan 
Woburn Public Library, Woburn, Mass., ae 
Woman’s Medical College of Ped ne Philadel phase ets 
Worcester Free Public Library, Wrardaate Mass., 
Worth, Benj., city, .~- : 
Yale University, New Haven Maoh, 
Young Men’s Business Association, Quincy: Tie 
Young Men’s Christian Association, N. Carolina, . . 
Zerbone, Antonio, city, 


bo 
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In Boarp or ALDERMEN, 
March 14, 1889. 


Received, ordered printed in the City Documents, and 
sent down for concurrence. 


D. B. LEONARD, 
City, Glerk: 


In Common COUNCIL, 
March 14, 1889. 
Concurred. 
WM..A. MACKIE, 
Clerk. 





